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Arms and the Man

Shaw was now steadfly and vigorously pur-
suing the vocation of dramatist, although with
small encouragement as yet.    Both "The Phi-
landerer " and "Mrs. WarrenV Profession," as
we have seen, were written for The Independent
Theatre,  hut not  produced  there.     His   next
piece, written in the early months of the follow-
ing   year,   1894,   and   to   prove   one   of   his
permanently successful stage plays, was "Arms
and the Man," first seen at The Avenue Theatre,
London, April 21, where it was played  until
July 7, an eleven weeks' run and the first indica-
tion that his work could make anything like  a
popular appeal.    It was produced by Richard
Mansfield at The Herald Square Theatre, New
York, September  17,  1894*, but its  reception
was   but   lukewarm,   though   the   few   recog-
nized its merit, and it afforded Mansfield  one
of the most sympathetic roles  of  his   career.
December of the  same  year it was  given   at
the Deutsehes Theater, Berlin, under the title
SMm.    These facts are a plain proof that
the tide had tamed and Shaw had become  aen and
